
HIV/AIDS Facts in Tennessee 
What is HIV? 

HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus. It is the virus that causes AIDS. When a 
person is infected with HIV, the virus enters the body and then resides and multiplies 
primarily in the white blood cells—the immune cells that normally protect us from 
disease. 

What is AIDS? 

AIDS stands for acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. 

As HIV grows in an infected person, it damages or kills specific immune cells, weakening 
the immune system and leaving the person vulnerable to infections and illnesses 
ranging from pneumonia to cancer. 

Only when someone with HIV begins to experience one or more of these conditions or 
loses a significant amount of immune cells are they diagnosed with AIDS. 

TN HIV Reports 

This interactive tool contains state, regional, and county level data on persons newly 
diagnosed with HIV, persons living with diagnosed HIV and deaths among persons with 
diagnosed HIV.  Click here to view the HIV Data Dashboard 

HIV Information Links: 

• HIV 101 information 

STD Information Links: 

• STD diseases and prevention 
• STD Fact Sheet for Teens 

HIV Vaccine Resources 

• Nashville CARES 
• Street Works, Inc. 

 

https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/statistics/health-data/hiv-data.html?mc_cid=b1608f9f8d&mc_eid=442d61e1b9#adres
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/basics/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/std/
http://www.cdc.gov/std/life-stages-populations/STDFact-Teens.htm
http://www.nashvillecares.org/
http://www.street-works.org/

	HIV/AIDS Facts in Tennessee
	What is HIV?
	What is AIDS?
	TN HIV Reports
	HIV Information Links:
	STD Information Links:
	HIV Vaccine Resources


